
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  The Honorable Pat Dowell 

Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 
 

From:  Kenneth Gunn 
Acting Commissioner 
Commission on Human Relations 

 

CC:  Manuel Perez 
  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
 

Date:  October 29, 2020 
 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 
 

ID#:  45-01 Contracting  
 

 

The following information is provided in response to questions posed at our department’s 
hearing on October 28, 2020 to discuss the proposed 2021 budget.   
 
Alderman Hairston asked for the name of the court reporting service that CCHR uses for its 
hearings and whether it is an MBE/WBE company. 
 
The city contracted court reporting service used by the CCHR is called Veritext. The company is 
not included on the city's list of certified MBE/WBE companies. 
 
As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To:  The Honorable Pat Dowell 

Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 
 
From:  Kenneth Gunn 

Acting Commissioner 
Commission on Human Relations 

 
CC:  Manuel Perez 
  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
 
Date:  November 9, 2020 
 
Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 
 
ID#:  45-02 Contracting  
 
 
The following information is provided in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing 
on October 28, 2020 to discuss the proposed 2021 budget.   
 
Alderman Hairston asked for a list of CCHR’s hearing officers and mediators with the ethnic 
breakdown. 
 
Please see attached list of hearing officers and mediators, and the ethnic and gender breakdown. 
 
As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 
 



Chicago Commission on Human Relations 
HEARING OFFICERS AND MEDIATORS 

 
 
 
 
HEARING OFFICERS 
 
Violet Clark  
Laner, Muchin, Dombrow, Becker, 
Levin & Tominberg, Ltd. 
515 N. State St., Suite 2800  
Chicago, IL 60610 
Phone:  (312) 467-9800 x5158 
Fax:      (312) 467-9479 
Cell:      (312) 505-4825   
E-mail: vclark@lanermuchin.com 

 
Darlene M. Oliver-Hightower 
3355 S. Giles 
Chicago, IL 60616 
Phone:  (312) 942-7013 
Cell:     (312) 320-2149 
Fax:      (773) 346-1339 
E-mail: dmolaw94@yahoo.com 
 
J. Paula Roderick (Tue., Wed.) 
Law Office of J. Paula Roderick, P.C. 
150 N. Michigan Ave., Ste. 2800 
Chicago, IL 60601  
Phone:  (312) 338-1907  
Fax:      (312) 624-7701 
Cell:     (312) 342-0575 
E-mail: paula@paularoderick.com 
 
Steven Saltzman 
200 S. Michigan Ave., Ste. 201 
Chicago, IL 60604 
Phone:  (312) 427-4500 
Fax:      (312) 264-0875 
Cell:      (312) 399-4900 
E-mail: ssaltzlaw@gmail.com 
 
Kathleen C. Yannias 
174 N. Elmwood Ave. 
Oak Park, IL 60302 
Phone:  (708) 386-0353  
Fax:      (708) 386-0353  
Cell:     (708) 975-0524 
E-mail:  kyannias@ameritech.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIATORS 
 
Jack L. Block 
1027 Greenwood Street 
Evanston, IL 60201 
Phone:  (847) 310-2523 
E-mail: jacklblock@gmail.com 
 
Benjamin Blustein 
Miner, Barnhill & Galland, P.C. 
325 N. LaSalle Street, Ste. 350 
Chicago, IL 60654 
Phone:  (312) 751-1170 
Fax:  (312 751-0438 
E-mail: bblustein@lawmbg.com 
 
Kathleen Clark (PM) 
7726 Monroe St. 
Forest Park, IL 60130 
Phone:  (708) 218-4463 
E-mail:  kathleen.sealark@yahoo.com 
 
M. Michelle Day 
9315 S. Longwood Drive 
Chicago, IL 60643 
Phone:  (773) 779-5927  
Fax:      (773) 779-5927 (call first) 
Cell:      (312) 852-8520 
E-mail: Mday2@sbcglobal.net 
 
Richard J. Gonzalez 
Chicago-Kent College of Law 
Illinois institute of Technology 
565 W. Adams Street, 2nd Floor 
Chicago, IL 60661 
Phone:  (312) 906-5079 
E-mail: rgonzale@kentlaw.iit.edu 
 
Yvette Sanders-Guyton 
3 Covington Court 
Bolingbrook, IL 60490 
Phone:  (815) 230-4764 
Fax:      (815) 230-4765 
Cell:      (630) 854-3888 
E-mail:  y.sanders@sbcglobal.net 
 
Timothy Huizenga 
4015 W. Waveland 
Chicago, IL 60641 
Phone:  (773) 726-2517 
E-mail:  thuizenga@yahoo.com 
 
Monica Torres-Linares 
5707 S. Blackstone Ave., #1 
Chicago, IL  60637  
Phone:  (312) 498-6319 
Fax:      (312) 377-1829 
E-mail:  monicatorres76@hotmail.com 
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Chicago Commission on Human Relations 
2020 HEARING OFFICERS AND MEDIATORS 

 
DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS 

 
 
Hearing Officers (5) 
 
  Male  Female        TOTAL 
 
White  1  1  2 
  
Black  0  3  3 
 
Latino  0  0  0    
 
TOTAL 1  4  5 
 
 
 
Mediators (8) 
 
  Male  Female       TOTAL 
 
White  3  1  4  
 
Black  0  2  2 
 
Latino  1  1  2 
 
TOTAL 4  4  8 
 
 
Combined Totals for Hearing Officers and Mediators (13) 
 
  Male  Female       TOTAL 
 
White  4  2  6 
 
Black  0  5  5 
 
Latino  1  1  2 
 
TOTAL 5  8  13 
 
 
Note:  Hearing Officers and Mediators are assigned on a case by case basis based on their 
expertise in specific areas of the law (i.e. housing discrimination, employment discrimination, 
disability, etc.) and availability.  
 
 
Kg/10.20.20 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To:  The Honorable Pat Dowell 

Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 
 
From:  Kenneth Gunn 

Acting Commissioner 
Commission on Human Relations 

 
CC:  Manuel Perez 
  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
 
Date:  November 9, 2020 
 
Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 
 
ID#:  45-03 Mediation  
 

 
The following information is provided in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing 
on October 28, 2020 to discuss the proposed 2021 budget.   
 
Alderman Ramirez-Rosa asked for the contact person at the CCHR over the staff that provides 
mediation.  
 
The supervisor of this unit, Inter-group Relations, is Kelly Suzanne Saulsberry, Director of Policy 
and Outreach, 744-2571, kelly.saulsberry@cityofchicago.org.    
 
As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 
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